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Introduction 
In April 2009, Young NCB members chose the priorities they would focus on for the following two years. One of the priorities the membership chose was Youth, Crime and Prevention. In October 2009, the Young NCB Advisory Group chose to explore issues relating to children and young people’s fear of crime. 

At their January 2010 meeting, the Advisory Group began looking at different areas of children and young people’s fear of crime that they would like to focus on, working together to create the very first draft of a survey that they wanted to send to Young NCB members, NCB networks, and other children and young people. 

Many drafts of the survey went back and forth between the Advisory Group and NCB’s Research Centre, and in June 2010, the survey went live. Due to the type of questions that were being asked, and to make sure that we didn’t worry younger children and young people taking part in the survey, it was agreed that the survey would only be open to those aged 14 years old and over. In total, 153 responses were received from the age range 14-18+. Of those who responded 27%  were Young NCB members, and 73% non-members. Some young people didn’t answer every question in the survey.  
It is important for the reader to be aware that the young people who responded to our survey are not representative of all young people aged 14 years and over in England. So, their views about crime might not be the same as other young people in England.

The results were collated together in time for the July 2010 Young NCB Advisory Group meeting, where the Advisory Group got to look at the responses and plan their next steps in this priority. 

Executive Summary 
Of the young people who took part in this survey, 48% said that they were worried about witnessing crime (34% fairly worried, 14% very worried), with 62% saying they were worried about being a victim of crime (35% fairly worried, 27% very worried). 

Groups of people hanging out on the streets was the most frequently reported problem in the young people’s local areas (64%); followed by rubbish/litter lying around (63%); people being drunk or rowdy in public places (57%); people being bullied (58%) and beaten up (52%). 

Overall, the young people who took part in the survey said that they felt safe walking around their local area during the day (92%), and waiting for (90%) and travelling on (91%) public transport during the day. 
Almost half of the young people surveyed disagreed that they feel safe walking around their local area at night (49%). More than half disagreed they felt safe waiting for public transport at night (58%). A majority of young people (92%) felt safe travelling on public transport during the day, compared to less than half (42%) who said they felt safe at night.  

Six out of ten (60%) young people said they were afraid of crime. The majority felt safer when either out with friends (87%) or family (81%).  Of those surveyed, 11% avoided going out alone during the day, and 62% avoided going out alone at night. 

The recommendations that young people who took part in the survey made to reduce young people’s fear of crime included:

· More active police on the streets, particularly at night

· Stop negative media,  it makes it seem like crime is everywhere

· Environment – More street lights

· Closer communities working together

Article 19 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child states every child must be protected from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect and bad treatment.

Results

The results are broken down by the order that they appeared in the questionnaire.

1. Overall, how worried are you about witnessing crime? 
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Fig 1
As indicated in Figure 1 above, almost half 48% of young people said they were either ‘very’ (14%) or ‘fairly’ (34%) worried about witnessing crime, compared to just over half (52 %) who said they were ’not very’ (37%) or ‘not at all’ (15%) worried about witnessing crime. 
Females were more worried about witnessing crime (57%) compared to males (41%). 
2. In general, how worried are you about being a victim of crime? 
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Fig. 2

Of those young people who took part in the survey, 62% said that they were either ‘very’ (27%) or ‘fairly’ (35%) worried about being a victim of crime, while 37% said that they were ‘not very’ (30%) or ‘not at all’ (7%) worried. 
Females were more worried about being a victim of crime (72%) compared to males (66%).  
It is interesting that almost two thirds of the young people who took part in the survey are either ‘very’ or ‘fairly’ worried about being a victim of crime, particularly when some research, mainly with adults, has found that the chances of someone being a victim of crime are much lower than the levels of fear
. In a piece of research by the Home Office, the actual risk of being a victim of personal crime
 for young people aged 10-15 was found to be 24%
. Currently, there is very little research on young people’s fear of crime, so it is difficult to compare the findings of our survey with other available evidence. Although, where young people live, their past experiences of crime, and media reporting of crime, are all factors that could possibly influence how fearful they are of being a victim.      
3. To what extent do you agree with the following statements? The following are a problem in my area: 

In this question, the following were identified as a problem in respondents’ local areas, with respondents’ strongly agreeing or agreeing with these statements:

· Groups of people hanging around on the streets 64% (20% strongly agree, 44% agree)
· Rubbish/Litter lying around 63% (27% strongly agree, 35% agree)
· People being bullied 58% (28% strongly agree, 30% agree)
· People being drunk or rowdy in public places 57% (17% strongly agree, 40% agree)
· People being beaten up 52% (23% strongly agree, 29% agree)
· People using or dealing drugs 50% (23% strongly agree, 27% agree)
The below show where a higher percentage of respondents felt that these were not issues in their local area, by disagreeing or strongly disagreeing  that these were problems in their area: 
· Noisy neighbours or loud parties 61% (34% disagree, 27% strongly disagree)
· Damage to property/vehicles 55% (39% disagree, 16% strongly disagree)
· Street robbery/mugging 54% (34% disagree, 20% strongly disagree)
· Vandalism/graffiti 50% (33% disagree, 17% strongly disagree)
This question allowed young people taking part in the survey to identify other things that were a problem in their area. The Young NCB Advisory group looked at these problems, grouping them under the following headings: 
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4. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? I feel safe when…

The survey results told us that young people felt safe when: 

· Walking around the area where they live during the day (93%)

· Waiting for public transport (bus, train, tube, taxi) during the day (90%)

· Travelling on public transport (bus, train, tube, taxi) during the day (90%) 
Young people said that they did not feel safe when:

· Walking around the area where they live at night (50%)

· Waiting for public transport (bus, train, tube, taxi) at night (58%)

Overall, young people feel safe walking around their local areas in the daytime, and waiting and travelling on public transport at this time too. They feel less safe walking around their local areas at night and waiting for public transport at this time. Almost half of young people (47%) said they didn’t feel safe travelling on public transport at night. This has been found in other research as well by the Department for Transport, which found that young people felt insecure when travelling on or waiting for public transport at night
.   
Children and young people’s concerns about safety on public transport is echoed in a joint British Youth Council and NCB survey
. Here, 90% reported they felt ‘safe’ or ‘very safe’ waiting for public transport during the day, but only 27% felt safe after dark.  
5. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

· 60% of young people agreed that they were afraid of crime, compared to 37% who disagreed with this statement (3% answered don’t know).

· 87% agreed that they felt safer when out with their friends, and 81% when out with their family. 
· 11% of the young people survey said they avoided going out alone during the day. 

· 81% said that they avoided going out alone at night.
Six out of ten young people are afraid of crime, and most reported feeling safer when they are out with either friends or family. A large proportion of young people avoid going out alone at night.  
Although conducted with a younger demographic, ICM Research on behalf of Play England reported 71% of children worry about being followed or taken by strangers, but despite evident fears, nearly three quarters of children (73%) say they would like to play out more where they live.

8. What could be done to reduce young people’s fear of crime? 

In the final question of the survey, the young people who took part in the survey were asked to tell us what could be done to reduce young people’s fear of crime. 

The Young NCB Advisory Group looked at all the ideas, and grouped them in to the following themes:



Young NCB’s Next Steps
Now that the Young NCB Advisory Group have had the chance to look at the survey results, they decided at the Advisory Group meeting in July 2010 on some next steps around this priority. These are: 

To focus on the clearest and most striking percentage findings of our survey results to draw attention to the issue and raise awareness of children and young people’s fear of crime.
To combine our findings with other surveys conducted in England. 
With the help of colleagues at NCB, to get in touch (or link with) the following to get their response to our findings:

· Newspapers through NCB Media team 
· NCB Policy Priorities 
· Schools

· Youth Council (through the British Youth Council 
· Social services (through Association of Directors of Children’s Services)
· Police (through the Association of Chief Police Officers) 
· Ministers via the Youth Crime Stakeholder Advisory Group 
· Youth clubs / community groups locally 
Appendix
Full breakdown of survey responses
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Gang, knife and gun crime





Robberies from shops, homes, cars etc.





Bullying / Aggression: verbal, cyber, harassment etc








Public  Nuisance / Anti-Social behaviour











Stop negative media,  it makes it seem like crime is everywhere





Environment – More street lights to make people feel safer





�More active police on the streets, particularly at night








Closer communities working together, with more community officers at night











�




















Substance abuse: smoking, drinking, shops selling to under-age





Cars: reckless driving, speeding
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� ‘Personal crime’ includes theft from person, theft of personal property and violence. 
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