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My Money Young Advisers Residential:

12th – 13th December 2009
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	During the residential you:

· Got to know members of the group that you had not met before


· Developed ideas and plans for My Money activity for 2010

· Had training on how to use your Flip camera and how to develop short film ideas

· Developed a brief for your mini media project






To get us warmed up on the chilly December day we played a game of tag with a difference. Instead of running, you could only reach the speed of ‘fast walking’. Sounds easy enough right? Hmmm. Lots of waddling penguins, secret sprints behind Robin’s back and a few disqualifications!
Following on from the September residential where you planned how to get your own schools on board with My Money you gave us an update of your progress so far..

Lots of you had spoken to teachers, heads of year and head-teachers and given them the resource packs. Some of you have talked your teachers into letting you do an assembly which is fantastic. Some of you had even managed to get your school to give you money to spend for My Money Week!

This is all great stuff and NCB and PfEG staff are here to continue to support you to do the assemblies and whatever else you wanted to do to get your schools involved.
After lunch and some delightful piano playing (who knew  we had such musically talented members of the group?!) it was back to work…
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Ruta tinkling the ivories while her admirers look on in amazement..
Plans for My Money 2010
It was time to do some planning for My Money 2010, in particular it was the resources and website that needed your input and ideas on.

You spent some time in pairs working your way around seven different ‘stations’ in the room which all had a subject area and questions for you to work on. Everything you said has been given to the Edcomms and PfEG who have said what great ideas have been given lots of which can definitely be used for the resources. They will be giving more feedback soon and there will be further opportunities to develop these ideas through 2010. 
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    Kadeem and Bilaal


    Aisha and Amelia


   Ruta and Tina
Some of the ideas you came up with:
Top Money Tips for the My Money website
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For secondary school pupils

· Write down a list of everything you buy you’ll realise if you see lots of wasted money

· Write list why you go shopping

· Think carefully before buying clothes would I wear it again and again?

· Look around for the best price

· Don’t’ buy it if you cant afford it

· If you’re note sure about buying an item of clothing it’s a no!

· Look around for the best price

· Save, save, save

· Don’t rush into buying be confident

· Save and spend

· Look for the best price
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For primary school pupils

· Save your money

· Do you need it, or really really want it?

· When saving hide your money from sight so you don’t see it

· Are you going to use it often?

· Don’t spend all your money on sweets

· When trying to save up for something ask a parent / carer to save your money so your not attempted to spend it.

Questions to get young people’s thoughts and opinions relating to Personal Finance Education to answer on the pupil’s section of the My Money website:
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For secondary school pupils

· How do you start a business?

· What is a mortgage?

· Did you know there’s road tax for cars?

· How to earn money

· What is council tax (tax) for?

· Loans and mortgages

· Do you understand the differences between 
a credit card and a debit card?

· Do you care?

· Do you know what P.F.E. is?

· Would you rather buy a hundred sandwiches 
at £2 each or an iPhone for £200?

· Financial capability do you know what it is?

· Do you have an opinion on money?
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What is rent?






  For primary school pupils

· Do you spend more money in expensive shops or cheaper shops John Lewis –v- Poundland?

· When you buy it do you need it or want it?

· How does money work?

· Do you get pocket money / have been taught about savings?

· What do you know about it?

· How often do you spend it?

· How important it is to you in your life?

Polls: Regular questions to be put on the website to show pupils what their peers think about particular issues.

For secondary school pupils


For primary school pupils

Has the credit crunch affected you? 

Do you spend your money on sweets?

Do you spend or save? 



Who do you ask if you need help?

What do you find difficult about saving? 

Would you borrow money for sweets?

Do you spend a lot of money? 


Do you find it hard to save money?  

How much pocket money do you get? 

Do you save your pocket money?

What is a recession?
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Do you get on with your bank?

Do you like My Money?

How much do you spend in a week?

Can you save for what you want? 
Do you like financial education?

What do you spend the most money on?

Do you borrow money of your friends or parents?
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Scenario cards: A set of cards (primary and secondary versions) with different financial situations to encourage discussion and prompt ideas.
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**It was time for a well deserved break after all that hard work (well done to Clarice and Keara who got a special treat for working so well in that session)**
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------










Balloon Mayhem!!!! 

You spent 10 frantic minutes trying to keep balloons in the air, only 5 could touch the ground before you had to start all over again…
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Introduction to your media project for 2010


One of the things that you said that you would like to do more of is media work and a suggestion was doing short films for fellow pupils. Edcoms thought that these would be really useful for the My Money website in the run up to and during My Money Week 2010.

To be able to make your films you needed your own cameras and some new skills and knowledge. So before we handed out the nifty Flip cameras we discussed the basics of filming and interviewing followed by some extremely important guidelines..


THE BASICS

	Picture 

· If you are interviewing someone keep the camera as still as possible, or preferably place it on a non-moveable object.

· Make sure the lens is zoomed out because it is a digital zoom, and if zoomed in it will create a more pixelated shot

· Make sure the area is well lit – natural light is often better



	Sound 

· Make sure there is not much background noise

· Make sure you are as close to the person you are interviewing as possible as the camera is on the filmer’s side.

· Also make sure you don’t make any noises is if you are behind the camera

· Have a listen to you recording straight after you’ve done it and if it’s not loud enough try it again making sure that the person/people you are interviewing speak louder



	Interviewing

· Leave a little bit of time before and after someone has answered before talking so that you are not talking over someone when they say something you can use (very helpful for the person who edits your films)

· Plan and write down your questions and let the person you are interviewing see the questions to help them prepare their answers before the camera is switched on

· Ask open questions that almost force a person to respond at length, rather then questions where people can just get away with a yes no answer.

· Listen to what the person is saying and ask a follow up question if you can, the flow of questions needs to seem natural and conversational

· If you don’t want your question to be heard in the film, get them to say part of the question in their answer. E.g. If your question is ‘what do you think the most important thing teenagers should know about credit cards?, they should say ‘I think the most important thing that teenagers should know about credit cards is….’




	
-------------------------THE VERY IMPORTANT GUIDELINES-------------------------


! Don’t film anything private or personal in case the camera gets lost as someone could get access to the footage

! Do not post anything up on YouTube or social networking sites. The footage for these films is for the use of this project only

! Don’t film anything that could identify where someone lives


! Make sure you get consent from the people that are appearing in your films. If they are age 16 or over please make sure they fill in a consent form (that we will provide you with). If they are under 16 please let us know their name and contact details and we will get their parent’s permission.

! Don’t film anyone if they don’t want to be filmed


! Make sure you have permission to film on private, or even public property. If you are filming in a shop or a centre, we will give you a letter to give to the manager to ask for permission. If you don’t know who to  ask for permission get in touch with NCB and we will do it for you.

If all these guidelines are stuck to you will be allowed to keep the camera after the filming project has finished.



So that was the technical stuff tackled, tomorrow you would be getting creative with special guest Philippa and Russell.
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But for now, the hard work was over and it was time to hit Hyde Park’s Winter Wonderland!






The day got off to a gruesome start with a game of Wink Murder then Philippa and Russell introduced themselves before kicking off the film session. Philippa is a communications expert who works closely with the My Money project and Russell is the Director of Rocket Science Group which is a media production company.


Here are Philippa’s notes from what happened at the session..

Making Films about Money – A My Money Young Advisers Project

Notes and actions from the My Money Young Advisors residential 

Here’s a recap of everything we did and some things we need to do to get to the next stage:-

· First of all we had a look at two films, the My Money Week promo film for primary schools and the Money Matters and Me talking heads video, aimed at MPs.

· You broke into two groups to give us feedback on the films and what you might change when making your short films, aimed at young people aged 13 – 17.

· The main findings from your feedback were, that when you’re making films, you should:-

· Keep them short, punchy, and to the point – concise

· Talk the language of the people your film is aimed at 
· Make things easy to understand

· Avoid bad grammar

· Make sure the camera angles are ok – and don’t cut people’s heads off

· Bring in lots of positives as well as issues – avoid being too negative

· Encourage people to change their tone of voice and not drone on.

· After the films, Russell talked you through the ingredients of making a good film – and you gave us some great ideas:-

WHO IS YOUR AUDIENCE?

· You decided that your audience for these short films is young people aged 13 – 17.

· You agreed that you might want to make films about different issues – and maybe for specific  people, and narrow the age down a bit.

· The kinds of audiences you talked about were; older teenagers with debit and credit cards, or about to get them; people who don’t have any other way of spending than simply the cash in their pocket; people going to Uni; people going off to work; people who earn money through a Saturday or after-school job; people who just get pocket money.

· Whoever your audience is – the content of your film must be relevant to them.

WHAT’S YOUR MESSAGE?

· You all agreed that you must keep your message simple

· The main message you came up with was – You must be wise with your money
· Other messages you might choose were – Everybody needs money but they also need to know how to use it; Money gives you choices – and you need to learn how to make the right ones; If you don’t use your money wisely you could get into trouble and let your family down; If you don’t have money you could starve, be homeless or go to extremes to get it; If you have money and manage it wisely you can help people out, have a nice house and holidays, have money to fall back on in difficult times.
· You might want to use exciting things to illustrate your message – you could be the next Cheryl Cole or Simon Cowell, you could travel the world – you could really be ‘living the life’


WHAT’S THE STORY?

· You all agreed you need a story to bring out your message and make it interesting

· You came up with lots of ideas for stories
·  the story of someone who got out of debt – what they did, how they did it
· Someone who’s spending is out of control and how they sort it out
· The financial aspects of buying a house
· Spending a tenner – how a 13 year old might spend it and how a 17 year old might – what we learn from that
· The story of a small business and how it grew – interview a business person
· My brother in Tescos – follow him round and see what he chooses to spend his tenner on

HOW WILL YOU GRAB ATTENTION?

· All of you felt the two films you saw at the beginning didn’t grab your attention

· You decided that making films entertaining, relevant and dramatic was the way to go – you might use characters to tell your story. 
· But most importantly you MUST use words your audience will understand – and as Clarice pointed out a 13 year old might use different words to a 16 year old.


HOW WILL YOU TELL YOUR STORY AND WHO WILL TELL IT?

· You all agreed it would be good to use different story tellers – you might do it via an interview or have different people taking part

· It might be good to have older people in your film – a teenager could talk about where a tenner goes today and their gran could talk about how much you could get for a tenner when she was young
· You could use celebs who appeal to young people – it doesn’t have to be them in person – you could dress up as them, or use cut out faces that you put over your own! Everyone can be Cheryl Cole or Simon Cowell.

HOW WILL YOU BRING YOUR FILM TO LIFE?

· Everyone uses different ways to make their films lively

· You had loads of ideas:-
· Animation
· Filming in the playground
· Filming in the V&A museum in front of the bust of Prince Albert
· Filming on a bus or train – especially if you’re talking about bus fares
· Filming in Central London – on the London Eye, perhaps
· At Stratford Tube Station – or at Stratford Upon Avon!
· Interviewing a living statue
· Filming at your Saturday job
· Filming in Trafalgar Square
· Using facts and statistics can also bring issues alive
· You could use a narrator
· Have edgy music

WHAT’S THE CALL TO ACTION?

· Ending your film with a clear idea of what you want your audience to do is really important

· Kadeem suggested that you could pose rhetorical questions about money – like, When are we going to learn about money? 
· Other calls to action were:-
· Next time you’re using money, think about it seriously
· We need to have lessons about money – ask your teacher to do it NOW
· Go away and think about how you can spend more wisely in the future
· Spread the word about My Money – tell your friends and get them to tell their teachers.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Young Advisers and Presentations 
Philippa also talked about an opportunity for you to help run a workshop at the Education Show in Birmingham on Saturday 6 March. To help her work on it with you she wanted to find out a bit about your feelings on past presentations that you had done for My Money. This is what you said:

· You enjoy doing presentations but felt that in the early days of the project there was not a lot to say. It is definitely a bonus when your schools are doing something for finance education so that you can speak from experience. But at the moment not many of your schools are doing much on finance education.

· The ‘pass it on’ format of presentations, where one presenter leads into the next, was not popular. You prefer to have equal amounts to say – and specific issues to talk about.

· You need more notice and rehearsal time if you are to present 

· You like presenting as a whole group – so that you can support each other and no-one gets left out.

· You felt that small group presentations work best – it’s much easier if people ask you questions rather than you just talking.

· Celebrities definitely help get people interested – but they need to have a clear role. Mutya gave the My Money launch a higher profile – but her outfit wasn’t appropriate!

This is really useful feedback and help us to plan presentations better. NCB will be in contact with you soon to see if you are interested in being part of the Education Show workshop in March. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NEXT RESIDENTIAL: DATE + PLACE TO BE CONFIRMED
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Got £100 buy phone or save it?






























































Got £100 buy phone or save it?





You have £300 to spend on things to take to an un-inhabited island.  What do you buy? 








Your friends have the “latest” things but you think it’s a waste of money. Do you buy it to fit in?





You’ve got a job interview in the morning but the party of the year is happening the night before. Would you go to the party or prepare for your interview and get an early night?
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